
Advertising Disclaimer and Disclosure Requirements (SDCL 12-27-15)

12-27 -I5. Political communications to contain certain la nguage-Exceptions:Violation as

misdemeanor. Any printed material or communication made, purchased, paid for, or

authorized by a candidate or political committee that disseminates information concerning a

candidate, public office holder, ballot question, or political party shall prominently display or

clearly speak the statement: "Paid for by (name of candidate or political committee)." This

section does not apply to buttons, balloons, pins, pens, matchbooks, clothing, or similar small

items upon which the inclusion of the statement would be impracticable. A violation of this

section is a Class 2 misdemeanor. A subsequent offense within a calendar year is a Class 1

misdemeanor.

Campaign Signs

All political campaigns will need to contact each municipality within your county (and in every

county you want to put campaign signs) to determine the sign requirements set in municipal

ordin ances.

See rcgov.org for the Rapid City Municipal Ordinances. Also, see attached'

pennington county does not have an ordinance which regulates political campaign signs

outside of the city limits.

The South Dakota Department of Transportation regulates the use of right-of-ways. The use of

right-of-ways is reserved for highway signage. Any sign in the right-of-way that is not required

for traffic control as authorized by law is prohibited and will be removed. This includes both

candidate and ballot issue signs. For more information regarding right-of-ways, please contact

the Department of Transportation at 605-773-5103.

3I-28-I4. Unauthorized signs, markers, and signals prohibited-Authorization to organization.

No unauthorized person may erect or maintain upon any highway, any warning or direction

sign, marker, signal, or light in imitation of any official sign, marker, signal, or light erected

under the provisions of this chapter. No person may erect or maintain upon any highway any

traffic or highway sign or signal bearing thereon any commercial or political campaign

advertising. Nothing in this section prohibits the erection or maintenance of any sign, marker,

or signal bearing thereon the name of an organization authorized to erect the si8n, marker, or

signal by the department or any local authority as defined in this chapter'

3t-28-2O. Commercial or political campaign advertising-violation as misdemeanor. No person

may place or maintain nor may any public authority permit upon any highway or public right-of-

wayanytrafficsignorsigna|bearinganycommerciaIorpo|iticaIcampaignadvertising.A
violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor'
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L2-14-L6. Campaign signs at nonpublicly-owned polling place. lf any nonpublicly-owned
building is used as a polling place, the building owner may designate whether campaign signs

will be allowed on the building's premises outside the area defined in 512-18-3 on election day.

lf campaign signs are allowed, the building owner may not prohibit signs from any particular

camparSn.

L2-t8-3. Electioneering, offices, distracting communications devices, and signature gathering
prohibited near polling place-Violation as misdemeanor. Except for sample ballots and

materials and supplies necessary for the conduct ofthe election, no person may, in any polling
place or within or on any building in which a polling place is located or within one hundred feet
from any entrance leading into a polling place, maintain a campaign office or public address

system, or use any communication or photographic device in a manner which repeatedly
distracts, interrupts, or intimidates any voter or election worker, or display campaign posters,

signs, or other campaign materials or by any like means solicit any votes for or against any
person or political party or position on a question submitted or which may be submitted. No

person may engage in any practice which interferes with the voter's free access to the polls or
disrupts the administration ofthe polling place, or conduct any petition signature gathering, on

the day of an election, within one hundred feet of a polling place. For the purposes ofthis
section, the term, polling place, means a designated place voters may 8o to vote on the day of
the election or go to vote absentee. A violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor.
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Election Signs Not Allowed in Right of Way
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For lmmediate Release: Thursday, May 8, 2014

Contact Kristi Sandal, Public Information Officer, 605-773-3265

Election Signs Not Allowed in Right of Way

PIERRE, S.D -The South Dakota Depanment of Transportation reminds the public that political campaign
and ballot-issue signs cannot be placed on state highway rights of way.

"With the general election coming up, election signs are showing up along the state's roadways," says Bill

Nevin of the DOT Office of Legal Counsel. "We're asking everyone to pay attention to where they put the

signs and make sure they are outside of the rights of way and in locations that will not create safety

hazards or distract motorists."

The use of right of way is reserved for official highway signage. All signs in the right of way that are not

required for traffic control, as authorized by law (SDCL 31-28-14), ate prohibited and will be removed. That

includes both candidate and ballot-issue siqns.

Municipal ordinances regulating placement and removal of campaign signs within towns and cities do

not have precedence over state jurisdiction and supervision of state highway rights of way within

municipalities.
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Brod Solon, Dlvision Monoger, Building Services

Community Plonning ond Developrnenl Servicas

Cilyweb: www.rcgov.org

CITY OF RAPID CITY
RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 57701.5035

Community Planning and Development Senrices
300 Sixth Street

605-394-4120 I Fax 605-394-6636

Phone: 605394-4120
Fox: 605-394{636

g-rnoil: brod.solon@rcgov.org

SUBJECT: Plocemenf of polilicol signs in Ropid City' soulh Dokolo

Electionseosonbringsmonyissueslolhepub|iceyeongoftenlhisisoccomp|ishedihroughsignoge.
one issue lhot tends to ,."u, c-r-tinJgu.eiJ ona municipol etection compoigns ls the proliferolion of

polilicol ond compolgn ,,gnr. ihi' ;t;o is provided to be..sure lhot everyone is owore of ihe City of

Rooid city requirements *n."'p"r""iig 
"oripoign 

ond politicol signs. The following rules opply lo oll

polilicol ond comPoign slgns:

1)Signs32squorefeetor|essoreexemotfromPermitreguhements.Forsignsexceeding32squore
feel, permits ore ouoiroile ilJ ciili-"^ii counter. lSy'squore feet ls ih6 some size os o sheel of

a sl'#'ir??i not btock o sight iriongte or impede trotfic, nor shoti o sign brock or occupv requked

off-streel Porkhg.
Sf Sig"iin"ri nol b6 ploced upon ony public righloFwov or on publicly owned propeny'

Genero||y,lheoreoinjronlofoproperty.Jromond.inc|udingthes]dewolkloth6curbispub|icrighi-ot
woy. Signs ore not ollowed in tiiiorlo' Signs coutd be ploJed in o yord' or in tronl of o building' Signs

inoppropriotely positioned .-'i'o]"-tl to itli;: ttry: wish lo ploce o sisn in cerloin locolion ond

vou ore not sure lf lhe srgn *ili-5i oppropriotety ploced, pLose coll lhe permit counler prior to lhe

instollotion.

Also,somepolilicotsignsqrenoJossociotedwilhonelec|ion.lfyouhove.opolilicolsignnoiossocioted
wilhone|ection,pleoseconloclpermits|offotthepermit"ount",.Pelmilexemplionsmoyormoynoi
opply to these tYpes of signs'

lf vou hove queslion oboul signs conloct lhe City permit counier ol 60$394-4120' or stop by the office

;iffi';:il;i R"pio citv, sJulh Dotcoto' second floor'

cood luck fo oll condidotes jn the upcoming elections'

IAEMORANDUM

DATE: Morch 5,2018

TO: All Election ConciicJoies

FRolrl: Brod Solon, Division Monoger, Building

EOUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



CIry OF BOX ELDER ORDINANCE #466
SIGN AND ADVERTISING REGULATIONS

F.

Each politic4j .sign shall have no more than two (2) sign faces that shall each be no
larger than thirty-two (32) square feet.

Political signs shall .only be localed on private property and with the.permission of lhe
landowner.

Political signs shall not be erected as building signs.

Owners of pplitical signs shall provide to the Planning Coordinator wilh a list of political
sign locations with the landowne/s name, address, and phone number within 24 hours
of placement of such signs.

Political sigry;- . shall not: obstruct the vision of a driver at or within an intersection;
obstruct the view of traffic or of any trafiic control sign or device; be attached to any
traffic controleign or device; or be attached to any light or utility pole.

Political signs shall be constructed of plywood, paper, or poster material.

G. Political signp shall not be located within a public rightof-way or upon public property.

H. No part of any political sign shall be more than eight feet (8') above ground level.

l. Each politicaf sign face shalt disp,laythe nameof theownerof the sign (paidfor.by...).

J. All political signs shall be removed within four (4) daJs after Election Day. No political

sign, in the casE.of municipal, school board, or fire dishict eleclions, shall be erected or
placed more than seventeen (17) days before Election Day'

K. Political signp shall not be placed within a required pafting stall or parking area

L. Political sign copy shall not contain any untrue or slandeous message'

M. Any person, association, or corporation who desires to advertise during the campaign
process shall comply with the political sign requirements of this Ordinance.

N. Any political sign, erected within thirty-six (36) hours of an election, which does not

corirply with th[ requirements of this Ordinance shall be.deem€d an unlawful sign

suUj6it to immeiiate removal, without notice, by the Planning Coordinator. Otherwise,

the Planning Cqordinaior shall give a written notice by flrst class mail of the violation to
the candidate oi owner of the sign before removing the same. lf the violation is not

corrected within for$ eight (48) hours of said mailing.then the sign m9y he removed'

Neither form of removaishail be subject to the requirements of Article Vl, Section 5 of

this Ordinance.

ARTICLE V. PERMITS, LICENSES, AND FEES

SECTION 1 _ REQUIREMENT FOR THE ERECTION OF SIGNS.

c.

D.

lt


